First of all, congratulations to the launch of ICST Transactions on Mobile Communications and Applications, and welcome to the inaugural issue of this new research journal! With significant advances in wireless communication and networking technologies, the last two decades have witnessed a rapid growth of mobile communications and its applications. The emergence and development of a variety of wireless communication systems and networks have enabled many envisioned mobile applications, which have fundamentally changed and significantly improved the way people work and live. For example, cellular communication systems have experienced three generations from 1G, 2G to 3G and are now evolving toward the 4G era, aiming to provide higher-rate and better-quality communication service to subscribers. Satellite communication systems, which have large coverage, have been widely used in a variety of civilian, commercial, and military areas, such as television broadcast, satellite positioning, and military communication. Mobile ad hoc networks, which do not rely on any existing network infrastructure and thus are convenient for deployment, promise to enable a broad range of communication applications in special situations, such as battle fields and disaster regions. Despite the significant advances, however, the ever-increasing demands for a broader range of applications and better services have presented a plethora of new challenges for mobile communication technologies, which have motivated tremendous research work in our community.
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ICST Transactions on Mobile Communications and Applications is a new open access scholarly archival journal that is committed to the timely publication of high-quality original research papers on all aspects of mobile communications theories, technologies, systems, and applications. Original contributions that have not been published and are not currently under consideration by any other journal are solicited. All submissions will go through a rigorous peer-review process, and will be reviewed and evaluated by expert referees and the editorial board. Areas of interests include, but are not limited to: I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all the authors who contributed to this inaugural issue of the journal. I am grateful to all anonymous reviewers for their time and effort in reviewing the papers and providing us and the authors valuable review comments. I am thankful to all editorial board members for their strong support in founding this new journal. I am also thankful to all ICST publication staff, in particular, Dr. Joseph Wakeling, for their great efforts and assistance in producing and launching this inaugural issue of the journal.
Finally, I cordially welcome all readers and fellow researchers to submit your papers and contribute your work to this journal. I am also keen to hear your constructive ideas and suggestions for helping the growth of this new born but promising research journal.
Thank you all. I look forward to your contributions.
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